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Thom Serafin's big fat Italian honor
SHIA KAPOS TAKES NAMES
J G

Shia Kapos Takes Names

Thom Serafin was honored by
the Joint Civic Committee of
Italian Americans.

A lunch with the
Joint Civic
Committee of
Italian Americans
May 15 felt like a
meal with a big
Italian family,
complete with
laughter and tears
— including some
from public-affairs
consultant Thom
Serafin.

Along with the
homey pasta meal, there were self-deprecating jokes,
bittersweet discussions about times gone by and some
awkward moments.
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Reacting to Minneapolis' recent decision to stop
celebrating Columbus Day and observe Indigenous
People's Day instead, Dominic DiFrisco said, “We'll
launch a boycott of Minneapolis.” That remark
received tepid applause at the event held at Galleria
Marchetti in River North.

Mr. DiFrisco, a longtime public-relations executive in
town, also is patriarch of the civic organization
dedicated to preserving Italian heritage. He led a
similar effort to protest the “The Sopranos” and how
the cable TV drama portrayed Italian-Americans.

The event drew about a hundred guests, only some of
whom are of Italian decent.

Many were old friends of Mr. Serafin, founder and
CEO of Chicago-based Serafin & Associates Inc., who
was honored for his work counseling elected officials
and corporate executives.

Looking out across the room, he got teary and the
words flowed. It wasn't what you might expect from a
guy who is a quiet, behind-the-scenes force in
business and politics.

In his speech, Mr. Serafin singled out the Sun-Times'
Michael Sneed, who had consoled him on the loss of
his daughter. “I cried on her shoulder," he said. Ms.
Sneed in turn bowed her head in tears.

State Treasurer Dan Rutherford, who ran
unsuccessfully for the GOP gubernatorial race this
year, also spoke. “Media people here today have been
saying, 'It's nice to see you,' " he said. "I say it's nice to
see most of you.”

The event also honored Tom McNamee, editorial
page editor at the Chicago Sun-Times.

Other attendees included Frank Cerrone, co-CEO of
Pan American Bank; Illinois Appellate Judge Aurelia
Pucinski; former broadcaster Joe Ahern, who now
heads the 100 Club of Chicago, a nonprofit that
supports families of police and fire personnel; and
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restaurateur Phil Stefani.

The Chicago execs
skipping Rauner's
inauguration

A year after falling ill,
Daley to take the stage

Ann Lurie ties the knot
with film editor Mark
Muheim
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Stakes—and payoff—for Chicago’s
architecture biennial are sky-high
1 comment • 3 days ago

chris1jt — I couldn't agree more... Now it's
time to see if organizers can think even bigger
than "big," and truly execute...

Key South Side aldermen back Obama
library plan - Blogs On Politics
1 comment • 2 days ago

WV_NYC_2015 — On a day like today,
whether in artic freeze of NYC or Chicago, I
think everyone agrees Hawaii would be the
best choice ;-)But as for Chicago v New York:
Given …Emanuel hits 50 percent mark in his latest

poll - Blogs On Politics
10 comments • 2 days ago

JimInChicago — Rahm is far from innocent
and perfect, but my question is how do I
know that the teacher's union isn't "lying" or
skewed at least on some points? I think that
even though …

U.S. unemployment falls again with more
strong hiring - Employment News
1 comment • a day ago

Bob Simpson — Wage growth depends upon
the strength of the labor movement, which is
under attack by the same people who
complain about weak wage growth. Go figure.
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