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THE JOINT CIVIC COMMITTEE OF ITALIAN AMERICANSinvites you to a luncheon in honor of our
2016 DANTE AWARD RECIPIENT

Jennifer Graves 
Vice President and News Director, ABC7

and our 2016 MAZZEI AWARD RECIPIENT
LISSA DRUSS CHRISTMAN 
SERAFIN & ASSOCIATES

The Joint Civic Committee of Italian
Americans is proud to name ABC7 Vice
President and News Director Jennifer
Graves the 2016 recipient of the Dante
Award, and crisis communication and
public affairs specialist Lissa Druss
Christman the 2016 recipient of the
Mazzei Award. 

Each year, the JCCIA Human
Relations Committee recognizes a
member of the local news media who
has answered Dante Alighieri’s call to be
“no timid friend to truth” with his
namesake award. Since 1971, the Dante
Award has been bestowed upon nearly
50 journalists.  

The JCCIA will also present the
Mazzei Award, which recognizes a
person who shows extraordinary skills
in the world of public affairs. The award
is named after Filippo Mazzei, a 17th-
century Tuscan physician and passionate
supporter of the American Revolution,
who historians say inspired the phrase
“all men are created equal.” 

“It is an honor this year to have two
extraordinary women receiving these
prestigious awards,” says Dominic
DiFrisco, JCCIA president emeritus and
founder of the Dante Award. “For the
past 20 years, Jennifer and Lissa’s
careers have intertwined, and each plays
a very important role in their respective
fields. Our Italian-American community
and the Chicagoland community are
infinitely richer for their contributions
to journalism and public affairs.”

“I’m honored to receive this year’s
Dante Award from the Joint Civic
Committee of Italian Americans,” says
Graves. “I’ve long admired the JCCIA
for their community efforts to preserve
Chicago’s Italian-American heritage. To
be chosen for this award is a distinction
for which I am truly grateful.”

“As an Italian American who
strongly believes in the importance of
public affairs and the civic process, I am
humbled to even be mentioned in the
same sentence as Filippo Mazzei,” says
Christman. “Mazzei was responsible for
weaving our Italian heritage into our
American inalienable rights of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

Graves has been with ABC7 since
1992, where she started as an executive
news producer. In 1998, she was
promoted to assistant news director and
ultimately was named news director in
2001. She has been honored with
numerous journalism awards by the
Associated Press; the National Academy
of Television Arts & Sciences as well as
its Chicago Chapter, the Illinois
Broadcasters Association; and the
Chicago Headliner Club, which bestows
the Peter Lisagor awards. Graves has
been a major contributor to the station’s
cutting-edge technological advances,
including the recent installation of
ABC7’s state-of-the art news set; an all-
digital newsroom; high-definition news;
and the development of the historic

broadcast facility, the State Street
Studio. 

Christman has been with Serafin &
Associates for nearly five years. She is
known to help her clients increase
awareness, develop strategic ideas and
seamlessly execute plans. She reacts
quickly and works tirelessly, day or
night, to protect and enhance her
clients’ reputations. Christman works
with large and small corporations, high-
profile celebrities and various
law-enforcement agencies. She is a

regular contributor on Chicago
television and radio stations, offering
perspective on crisis events and public
affairs issues. Spending 21 years in
broadcasting as a nine-time Emmy
award-winning news and sports
television producer, Christman spent
more than 13 years with CBS television
both in Chicago and Los Angeles before
ending her television career as the
executive producer at Comcast
SportsNet Chicago, winning the 2009
Chicago Journalism Award in Sports.

The Dante and Mazzei awards will be
presented during a lunchtime gala at 11
a.m. on May 19 at Galleria Marchetti,
825 W. Erie St., Chicago. (708-450-
9050)

Graves Earns 2016 Dante Honors,
Christman Nets Mazzei Award
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